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Mexican War Diary of George B. McCIellan. Edited by William 
Starr Meyers. Princeton University Press, 1917. pp. 97. 

Professor Meyers of Princeton in editing this Diary of 
Lieut. McCIellan has made a contribution to the original printed 
material dealing with that much mooted Mexican war. To 
the student of McClellan's life, the diary affords an insight 
into the general's character, which will explain his successes 
and his failure in the Civil War. With his men, he was so 
considerate that he became their beloved hero, with his supe- 
riors he was sensitive, critical and restless whether as a young 
subordinate officer under General Paterson or as a command- 
ing general under Lincoln. Something of a scholar, McCIellan 
wrote as interesting as he observed closely. 

The picture of Mexico and its people, the army life, the 
campaign at Vera Cruz are described vividly. His caustic 
comment on political officers, "Mustang-Generals," and his 
frequent attacks on the "citizen-soldiery" have a West Point 
tang, which will interest and afford valuable arguments for 
those favoring a large standing army of trained regulars. 
Falstaff's company in the young officer's mind, was splendidly 
trained and equipped in comparison to the infantry volunteers 
who brooked Uttle discipline and few orders, treated the 
natives inhumanly, destroyed property without need, mounted 
themselves on mustangs to save marching, drank heavily, and 
died in large numbers because of total ignorance of military 
precautions. Frequent are the references, seldom approving, 
to Generals Taylor, Scott, Paterson and Quitman and to 
young brother Ueutenants, who were destined for high military 
service in the Union or Confederate armies. Dr. Meyers 
promises a biography of General McCIellan, which we await 
with impatience. R. J. P. 



The Kenrick-Frenaye Ck>rre8pondence, Letters Chiefly of Arch- 
bishop Francis Patrick Kenrick and Marc Antony Frenaye, 

from the Cathedral Archives of Philadelphia, 1830-1862 by 
F. E. T., Philadelphia, 1920. 

The Diary of Archbishop Kenrick (1917) was hardly com- 
pleted when its editor was entrusted by the late Archbishop 
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Prendergast of Philadelphia with this valuable collection of Ken- 
rick letters, that they might be published as a worthy contribu- 
tion to the history of the Church in America. Wisely was the 
editor selected. Scrupulously accurate has he translated from 
French or Latin originals, scholarly has he annotated his pages, 
and judiciously has he included, eliminated and arranged his 
material. Aside from a rather unsatisfactory index. Father F. E. 
Tourscher of Villanova College has failed in but one thing, that is 
in remaining unrecognized behind his initials which he signs 
with characteristic, scholarly humility. His footnotes are 
most illuminating and useful, affording biographical notices 
of persons mentioned in the text of the letters. This was 
indeed a matter of labor, even for one so minutely conversant 
with general American Church history; yet it was a labor for 
which his reader and the future historian who scrutinizes this 
documentary collection will harbor deep gratitude. 

The letters covering the period from 1830 to 1862 may be 
catalogued, as, (1) fifty-nine from Marc Antony Frenaye, 
successful merchant and Catholic philanthropist to the Arch- 
bishop, (2) five from Rev. Thomas Griffiths, vicar-apostohc 
of London (3) two from Mother-Superior Ehzabeth Galhtzin, 
cousin of Czar Nicholas I, (4) twenty-one from the Paris and 
Lyons Associations for the Propagation of the Faith, (5) one 
from the President General of the St. Vincent de Paul concern- 
ing its work, (6) one hundred and ninety-eight letters from the 
Archbishop to his brother, Peter Richard Kenrick, Archbishop 
of St. Louis, and (7) a few miscellaneous letters of importance. 

The student of American Church history will find this col- 
lection invaluable. In a vivid, living way, he will learn much 
of the chronicles of Philadelphia, of the beginnings and struggles 
of the diocese, of the labors of its priests many of whose names 
appear and of the difficulties in the way of building churches, 
a seminary, and, in establishing the Catholic Herald as a 
diocesan paper. He will read of the growth and problems 
of the Church at large, of the establishment of new Sees, and 
of the spread of Catholicity from Maine to the gold-diggings 
of Cahfornia. Many are the notices of the contemporary 
bishops, especially of Hughes, Purcell, Dubois, Brut6, Paul 
Cullen, of Dublin, Conwell, O'Connor, Whelan, England, 
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and McGill. At times the items regarding Papal appointments 
and desirable candidates for vacant Sees are refreshingly 
candid. Ample is the survey of the nativist movement, the 
riots of 1844 in Philadelphia, the racial conflicts, the contro- 
versial writings of Hopkins the Episcopal bishop of Vermont 
or of the apostate priest Hogan, and of the Know-Nothing 
party. From observations in the letters one could compile quite 
a list of converts, lay and clerical, of the American "tracta- 
rian" period; such as, Brownson, Bishop Levi Ives, Henry 
Major, the journalist, John Bryant, novelist, General Scot's 
daughter, William Hoyt, later a priest, and Professors Halde- 
man, Horner, and Allen of the University of Pennsylvania. The 
name of Hon. Joseph R. Chandler, one of the few Catholics 
who attained cabinet fame, appears several times. The work of 
colonization is considered. One interested in Catholic bibliog- 
raphy will follow closely the Archbishop's notes concerning his 
theological writings and EngUsh translation of the Bible. 

Dr. Tourscher has done his work well. He has contributed 
to the historical records of the Cathohc Church one of its most 
essential volumes. It is to be trusted that other dioceses will 
pubUsh materials from their archives, and that their editorial 
staff will imitate the painstaking exactness of this volume. 

R. J. P. 



The Rise of Methodism in the West, being the Journal of the Western 
Conference, 1800-1811. Edited with an introduction by William 
Warren Sweet of De Pauw University. Pp. 207. Methodist 
Book Co., 1920. 

Professor Sweet's introduction of seventy pages is of greater 
value than the brief, business minutes of the conference for 
the student of general denominational history. With a sentence 
or two is passed over the tory character of Methodism during 
the Revolutionary War, as illustrated by John Wesley's bitter- 
ness toward the colonial "rebel" (see American Historical 
Review, XXI: 346-348), or the more patent fact, that of the 
English Methodist exhorters, Francis Asbury alone remained 
in the revolting provinces. The writer, while recognizing the 



